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The Study of Local Wisdom from Villagers’ Ways of life
in Muen Wai Sub- district, Muang Nakhon Ratchasima District, Nakhon

Ratchasima Province
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Abstract

This study aims to collect local wisdom from the Villagers’ ways of life, and
to analyze the value of local wisdom from the villagers’ ways/of life at Muen Wai sub-
district, Muen Wai district, Nakhon Ratchasima proVvinge. This qualitative research
employed unstructured interview and focus-group intérview (in-depth) for data collection
and inductive analysis.

Findings revealed that Muen Wativillagers accumulated their local wisdom
from the ways of life and inherited to’the ‘present time as follows: 1) local wisdom of
treatment: healing bone, tendon, and muscle with sesame oil. Folk healers also played
the role in healing people in the €ommunity and people from other community. 2) local
wisdom of food: instant curry_pasté Mae Prapha and rice vermicelli Pradok. Local Wisdom
Learning Center has been,created to provide knowledge base to those who are interested
in. 3) local wisdom,of-Arts and Crafts: Making Baaisri (a bowl with a pedestal decorated
with banana leaves; tontaining flowers, candles and food) to pay respect to teachers, for
sick people, forStudents, for those who will be ordained as a monk as well as Baaisri for
annual cadaver-worship of Muen Wai community. Currently, they were not transferred to
knowtédge base.

In terms of the value of local wisdom from ways of life of Muen Wai villagers in
Nakhon Ratchasima province, it was found that 1) villagers have seen the usefulness from
the nature and the environment and made use of those in their ways of life, 2) the
annual cadaver worship ceremony of Wat Muen Wai and group ordination assisted
villagers in the Muen Wai community become loved and united, 3) these ceremonies
created moral support such as organizing Baaisri tradition, annual cadaver worship
ceremony to remind of people or teachers who passed away as well as to pay respect to
sacred spirits in the temple or the community, 4) it created jobs or careers and increased
the income for people in the community, and 5) it improved the health quality of people

in the community.
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